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Such ftand in narrow lanes, 

And beat our watch, and rob our pafltngers. Shakefp/are. 

The ports he did (hut up, or at leaft kept a watch on them, 
that none ftiould pafs to or fro that was fufpedted. Bacon. 
The tow’rs of heav’n are fill’d 
With armed watch, that render all acccfs 
Impregnable. M/ton’s Paradife Lojl. 

An abfurdity our Saviour accounted it for the blind to 
lead the blind, and to put him that cannot fee to the office of 
a watch. South’s Sermons. 

6. Place where a guard is fet. 

He upbraids Iago, that he made him 
Brave me upon the watch. Shakefp. Othello. 

7. Poll or office of a watchman. 

As I did {land my watch upon the hill, 

I look’d toward Birnam, and anon methought 

The wood began to move. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

8. A period of the night. 

Your fair daughter, 

At this odd, even, and dull watch o’ th’ night. 

Is now tranfported with a gondalier. 

To the grofs clafps of a lafeivious Moor. Shah. Othello. 

All night he will purfue ; but his approach 
Darknefs defends between, ’till morning watch. Milton. 

The latter watch of wafting night, 

And fetting ftars, to kindly ilcep invite. Dryden’s JEn. 
g. A pocket-clock ; a fmall clock moved by a fpring. 

A watch , befidcs the hour of the day, gives the day of the 
month, and the place of the fun in the zodiack. Hale. 

On the theatre we are confined to time; and though we 
talk not by the hour-glafs, yet the watch often drawn out of 
the pocket warns the adtors that their audience is weary. Dryd. 
That Cloe may be ferv’d in ftate. 

The hours muft at her toilet wait; 

Whilft all the reafoning fools below 
Wonder their watches go fo flow. Prior. 

To Watch, v. n. [pacian, Saxon.J 

1. Not to fleep; to wake. 

1 have two nights watch’d with you ; but can perceive no 
truth in your report. ShakeJp. Macbeth. 

IPitching care will not let a man {lumber, as a fore difeafe 
bieaketh deep. Ecclus xxxi. 2. 

Sleep, lift’ning to thee, will watch. Milton. 

2. To keep guard. 

I will watch over them for evil, and not for good. Jer. xliv. 
In our watching we have watched for a nation that could not 
faveus. Lam. iv. 17. 

He gave fignal to the minifter that watch'd. Milton. 

3. To look with expedition. 

My foul waiteth for the Lord, more than they that watch 
for the morning. • PJ. exxx. 6. 

4. To be attentive; to be vigilant. 

Watch thou in all things, endure afflidlions. 2 Tim. iv. j. 

5. To be cautioufly obfervant. 

PP'atcb over thylelf, counfcl thyfclf, judge thyfelf impar¬ 
tially. Taylor. 

6. To be infidioufly attentive. 

He fomewherc nigh at hand 
Watches , no doubt, with greedy hope to find 
His wi(h, and beft advantage us afundcr, 

Hopelefs to circumvent us join'd. Milton. 

To Watch, v. a. 

1. To guard ; to have in keep. 

Flaming minifters watch and tend their charge. Milton. 

2. To obferve in ambufh. 

Saul fent meflengers unto David’s houfe to watch him, and 
to flay him. 1 Sa. xix. 1 r. 

He is bold, and lies near the top of the water, Hatching the 
motion of any water-rat that fwims betwixt him and the 
fky. Walton. 

They under rocks their food 

In jointed armour watch . Milton. 

3. To tend. 

Paris watched the flocks in the groves of Ida. Broome. 

4. To obferve in order to detcdl or prevent. 

Wa'tcher. n.f [from watch.] 

j. One who watches. 

Get on your night-gown, left occafion call us. 

And fhew us to be watchers. Shake. Macbeth. 

Love hath chac’d fleep from my enthralled eyes. 

And made them \watchers of mine own heart’s furrow. Shah. 

1 . Diligent overlooker or obferver. 

It is obferved, by thofe that are more attentive watchers of 
the works of nature. More. 

Wa'tchet. adj, [paces, Saxon, weak. Skinner. ] Blue; 
pale blue. 

Whom ’midft the Alps do hanging throats furprife ? 

Who flares in Germany at watchel eyes ? Dryden s 'Juven. 
Watchful, ad), [wat.h and full.] Vigilant; attentive; 
cautious; nicely oblervant. 

Call home our exil’d friends, 

That fled the fnares of watchful tyranny. Shah. Macbeth. 
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.lid (Ircngthen the things ready to Jj. , ... 

Nodding a while, and watchful of his blow ^ 

He tell; and falling crufh’d th* ungrateful nvnmh K..1 ^ 

Reader, flrmrlj nor lay b, rhar H, h ' ^ 

finccrc purfuit of truth, and lbould make them alw- 3 
Jal agamft whatever might conceal or mifreprefent i, ft 
Watchfully, adv. [from watchful.] Vi»i| ant ; ccU : 
oufly ; attentively; with cautious obfervationf hecdfulU^' 
If this experiment were very watchfully tried i n Ve k r 
fcveral fizes, fome luch things may be difeovered 7? 1 
Watchfulness, n.f. [from watchful.] ' Uo)!e ' 

1. Vigilance; heed; fufpicious attention ; cautious reran) • at 

gent obfervation. b * Gil1 * 

The experience of our own frailties, and the 
of the watchfulnefs of the tempter, difeourage us. Ham. " 0 
Love, fantaftick pow’r! that is afraid 3 ’ mi ' 

7 o ftir abroad ’till watchfulnefs be laid; 

Undaunted then o’er cliffs and valleys ftravs, 

And leads his vot’ries fafe through pathlefs ways /> • 
Hufbands arc counselled not to truft too much to ,h£ 
wives owning the dodlrine of unlimited conjugal fidelity and 
fo to ncgleft a due watchfulnefs over their manners. Arbtahnr 
Prejudiccs arc cured by a conftant jealoufv and wad' 
fulnejs over our paffions, that they may never interpofe when 
we are called to pafs a judgment. Watts 

By a folicitous watchfulnefs about one’s behaviour, inftcad of 
being mended, it will be conltrained. 

2 . Inability to fleep. 

Watchfulnefs, fometimes called a coma vigil, often precedes 
too great fleepinefs. Arbuthnot on Din 

Wa'tchhouse. n.f. [ watch and houfe.] Place where the 
watch is fet. 

W here ftatucs breath’d, the works of Phidias’ hands, 

A wooden pump or lonely watchkufe ftands. Go-. 

Wa'tching. n.f. [from watch.] Inability to fleep. ’■ 
The bullet, not having been cxtra&ed, occaGoncd great 
pain and watchings. IVsfemails Surgery. 

Wa'tchmaker n.f [watch and maker.] One wbofe trade 
is to make watches, or pocket-clocks. 

Smithing comprehends all trades which ufe forge or file, 
from the anchorlmith to the watchmaker ; they all ufing the 
fame tools, though of fcveral fizes. Adoxtn. 

Wa'tchman. n.f. [watch and num.] Guard; fentinel; one 
fet to keep ward. 

On the top of all I do efpy 

The watchman waiting, tydings glad to hear. Fa. £h/ecn. 
Turn him into London-ltreets, that the watchmen might 
carry him before a juftice. Bacon. 

Drunkennefs calls off the watchmen from their towers; and 
then all evils that proceed from a loofe heart, an untied tongue, 
and a dillbiutc fpilit, we put upon its account. Tayhr, 

Our watchmen from the tow’rs, with longing eyes, 
Expedt his fwift arrival. Dryden’s Spanijh Fryar. 

7 he melancholy tone of a watchman at midnight. Sw : ft. 
Wa'tchtower. n.f. [watch and tower. J Tower on which 
a centinel was placed for the fake of profpcch 

In the day-time £Le fitteth in a watchtower, and flicth mod 
by night. Bacon. 

Up unto the watcht-.wcr get. 

And fee all things dc/poilM of fallacies. Donne. 

To hear the lark begin his flight, 

And finging ftartlc the dull night 
P rom his watchtower in the {kies, 

’Till the dappled dawn doth rife. Mlton. 

The fenfes in the head, as fentinels in a watchtower, con¬ 
vey to the foul the impreffions of external objects. Boy. 
Wa'tchworjj. n.f [watch and word.] The word given to 
the centinels to know their friends. 

All have their ears upright, waiting when the watchword 
{hall come, that they ftiould all arife into rebellion. Spenfer. 

We have heard the chimes at midnight, mafter Shallow. 
—That we have, fir John: our watchword, hem, boys. Skat. 

A watchword every minute of the night goetli about the 
walls, to teflify their vigilancy. Saniys . 

WATER, n.f. [winter, Dutch; pcerep, Saxon.J 
J. Sir Ifaac Newton defines water, when pure, to be a very 
fluid fait, volatile, and void of all favourer tafte; anditfectns 
to confift of fmall, fmooth, hard, porous, fphcrical particles 
of equal diameters, and of equal fpecifick gravities, as Dr. 
Chcyne obferves; and alfo that there are between them (paces 
fo large, and ranged in fuch a manner, as to be pervious on 
all fides. Their imoothnefs accounts for their Aiding eafily 
over one another’s furfaccs: their fphcricity keeps them a.10 
from touching one another in more points than one; and y 
both thefe their Trillions in Aiding over one another, i> re!1 ' 
deted the leaft poffible. Their hardnefs accounts for the w- 
compreffibility of water, when it is free from the intcrnuxtu.e 
of air. The porofuy of water is fo very great, that there i> 
at leaft forty times as much (pace as matter in it; for water i> 
nineteen times fpecificaliy lighter than gold, and confeejuem y 
rarer in the fame proportion. Quincy. 
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Mv mildnefs hath allay’d their fwdling griefs, 

Mv mercy dry’d their u/anr-flowing tears. Shak. FI. VI. 
Yourww is a fore d.caycr of your whorfon dead body. 

Sbakejpeare's Hamit. 

The fiveet manner of it forc’d 
Thofe w itc s from me, which I would have flopp'd, 

J3ut 1 had not fo much of man in me; 

But all my mother came into mine eyes, 

And gave me up to tears. Shake/. Henry V. 

Men’s evil manners live in brafs, their virtues 
Wc write in water. Shane,p Henry / 1 \\\. 

Thofe healths will make thee and thy ftate look ill, 1 inton : 
here’s that which is too weak to be a {inner, honeft water , 
which ne'er left man i’ th’ mire. Shahefpeare’s Timon. 

Water is the chief ingredient in all the animal fluids and 
folids; for a dry bone, diddled, affords a great quantity of in- 
fipid water: therefore water feems to be proper drink for every 
animal. Arbuth'not on Aliments. 

2. The fca. 

7 'ravel by land or by water. Common rta cr . 

By water they found the fea, weft ward from Peru, always 
very calm. * Abbot’s Defription of the World. 

3. Urine. 

If thou could’ft, doctor, caft 
The water of my land, Arid her difeafe, 

And purge it to a found and priftine health, 

I would applaud thee. Shah. Macbeth. 

Go to bed, after you have made water. Swift. 

4 . To hold Water. To be found ; to be tight. From a vef- 
fel that will not leak. 

A good Chriftian and an honeft man muft be all of a piece, 
and inequalities of proceeding will never hold water. L'EJlr. 

5. It is ufed for the luftre of a uiamond. 

’Tis a good form. 

And rich : here is a water, look ye. Shakefp. Timon. 

6. Water is much ufed in compofition for things made with 
water, being in water, or growing in water. 

She miglit fee the fame wa/«r-fpaniel, which before had 
hunted, come and fetch away one of Philoclea’s gloves, whofc 
fine proportion {hewed well what a dainty gueft was wont 
there to be lodged. Sidney. 

Oh that 1 were a mockery king of fnow, 

Standing before the fun of Bolmgbroke, 

And melt myfelf away in water-drops. Sbahtfeare. 

Poor Tom eats the wall-newt, and the water- newt. Shake/. 

Touch me with noble anger ! 

O let not women’s weapons, water- drops, 

Stain my man’s cheeks. Shak. King Lear. 

Let not the water-Rood overflow me. PJ. lxix. 1 5. 

7 hey fnall fpring up as among the grafs, as willows by the 
water- courfes. If. xliv. +. 

As the hart panteth after the tus/rr-brook, fo panteth my 
foul after thee, O God. Pfalms. 

Deep calleth unto deep, at the noife of thy teu/cr-fpouts. 

PJ. xlii. 7. 

He turneth rivers into a wildernefs, and the ww/o-fprings 
into dry ground. /j^evii. 33. 

There were fet fixtcwtrr-pots of ftonc. fo. ii. 6. 

Hercules’s page, Hylas, went with a water- pot to fill it at a 
pleafant fountain that was near. Bacon’s Natural Hi/lory. 

As the carp is accounted the water- fox for his cunning, fo 
the roach is accounted the water ftieep. IP'alt on s Angler, 

Sea-calves unwonted to frefh rivers fly; 

The uwtrr-fnakes with feales upftanding die May’s Virgil. 
By making the water- wheels larger, the motion will be fo 
flow, that the ferew will not be able to fupply the outward 
ftreams. Wilkins’s Daedalus. 

Rain carried away apples, together with a dunghill that lay 
in the watcr-camfe. L'E/lrange. 

Oh help, in this extremeft need. 

If twa/«--gods arc deities indeed. Dryden. 

The water- fnakc, whom fifh and paddocks fed. 

With flaring fcalcs lies poifon’d in hu bed. Dryd. Virgil. 
Becaufc the outermofl coat of the eye might be pricked, and 
this humour let out, therefore nature hath made provilion to 
repair it by the helpof certain w<3/r>‘-pipes, or lymphaedudls, 
inferted into the bulb of the eye, proceeding from glandules 
that fepavate this water from the blood. Ray on the Creation. 

The laccrta aquatics, or tetfl/r-newt, when young, hath 
four neat ramified fins, two on one fide, growing out a little 
above its forelegs, to poife and keep its body upright, which 
fall oft’ when the legs are grown. Du ham’s Phy/ico-Theolcgy. 
Other mortar ufed in making u-ufar-courfes, cifterns, and 
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fiftiponds, is very hard and durable. 
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The mod brittle twrfrr-carriage was ufed among the Egyp¬ 
tians, who, as Strabo faith, would fail fometimes in boats 
made of earthen ware. * Arbuthnot. 

A gentleman watered St. foin in dry weather at new fow- 
ing, and, wheit it came up, with a water-cart, carrying his 
water in a calk, to which there was a tap at the end, which 
lets the water run into a long trough full of fmall holes. Mort. 

In Hampfhire they fell u/r/tr; -trefoil as dear as hops. Mort, 


To Wa'tER. v. a. [from the noun.] 

j. To irrigate; to fupply with moifture. 

A river went out of Eden to water the garden. Gen. 11. IQ* 

A man’s nature runs to herbs or weeds; therefore let him 
feafonably water the one, and deftrov the other. Bacon. 

Chaftc moral writing we may learn from hence, 

Negled of which no wit can recompcnfe; 

The fountain which from Helicon proceeds. 

That facred ftream, ftiould never water w.eds. Waller. 
Could tears water the lovely plant, fo as to make it grow 
again after once 'tis cut down, your friends would be fo far 
from accufing your naffion, that they would encourage it* and 
{hare it. 1 cmple. 

You may water the lower land when you will. Mtn 

2. To fupply with water for drink. 

Now ’gan the golden Phoebus for to fteep 
His fiery face in billows of the weft. 

And his faint floods water’d in ocean deep, 

Whilft from their journal labours they did reft. Fa. Queen. 
Doth not each on’ the fabbath loofe his ox from the Hall, 
and lead him away to watering s' Eu xin. 15. 

His horfemen kept them in fo ftrait, that no man could, 
without great danger, go to water his horfe. hnollcS. 

Water him, and, drinking what he can, 

Encourage him to thirft again with bran. Dryden. 

3. To fertilize or accommodate with ftreams. 

Mountains, that run from one extremity of Italy to the 
other, give rife to an incredible variety of rivers that water 
it, “ Addijon on Italy. 

4. To diverfify as with waves. 

7’he different ranging the fuperficial parts of velvet and 
watered filk, does the like. Lccke. 

To Wa't er. v. n. 

1. To (hed moifture. 

I ftain’d this napkin with the blood; 

That valiant Clifford with his rapier’s point 
Made iffue from the bofom of the boy ; 

And if thine eyes can water for his death, 

1 give thee this to dry thy cheeks withal. Shak. Henry VI: 
Mine eyes, 

Seeing thofe beads of forrow {land in thine. 

Began to water. Shakefp. Julius Cm far. 

The tickling of the noftrils within, doth draw the moifture 
to the noftrils, and to the eyes by confent; for they r.lfo will 
water. Bacon’s Natural Hiftory. 

How troublefome is the leaft mote, or duft falling into the 
eye! and how quickly does it weep, and water upon the leaft 
grievance! South’s Sermons, 

2. To get or take in water; to be ufed in fupplying water. 

He fet the rods he had pulled before the flocks in the gutter* 
in the watering troughs. Gen. xxx 38. 

Mahomet lent many fmall boats, manned with harquebu- 
fiers and fmall ordnance, into the lake near unto the camp, to 
keep the Chriftians from watering there. Knolles. 

3. The mouth Waters. 7 he man longs ; there is a vehement 
defirc. From dogs who drop their Haver when they fee meat 
which they cannot get. 

Cardinal Wolfey’s teeth watering at the biftioprick of Win- 
chefter, fent one unto bilhop Fox, who had advanced him, for 
to move him to refign the biftioprick, becaufe extreme age 
had made him blind ; which motion Fox did take in fo ill part; 
that he willed the meffenger to tell the cardinal, that, although 
now I am blind, I have efpied his malicious unthankfulnefs. 

Camden’s Remains. 

Thefe reafons made his mouth to water, 

With amorous longings to be at her. Hudibras: 

Thofe who contend for 4 per cent, have fet men’s mouths 
a-watering for money at that rate. Locke. 

Waterco'Lours. n.f. [water and colour.] 

Painters make colours into a foft tonfiftence with water or 
oil; thofe they call watercolours, and thefe they term oilco- 
lours. Boyle on Colours. 

Lefs ftiould I dawb it o’er with tranfitory praife, 

And watercolours of thefe days : 

Thefe days ! where e’en th’ extravagance of poetry 
Is at a lofs for figures to exprels 

Men’s folly, whimfies; and inconftancy. Swift. 

^Va’tercresses, n f. [fsfymbrium, Latin.] A plant. 

It hath a flower compofedof four leaves, which are placed 
in form of a crofs, out of whole cmpalemcnt rifes the pointa!, 
which afterward becomes a fruit or pod, which is divided into 
two cells by an intermediate partition, to which the valves ad¬ 
here on both fides, and fumiihed with feeds which arc round- 
ifh. To thefe marks muft be added, that the whole appear¬ 
ance of the plant is peculiar to the fpccies of this genus. Thcrd 
are five fpecics. Miller. 

The nymphs of floods are made very beautiful; upon their 
heads are garlands of walvcrcffes. Peacham on Drawing. 

Wa'terer. n. f. [/from water. | One who waters. 

This ill weed, rather cut off by the ground than plucked up 
by the root, twice or thrice grew forth again; but yet, maugre 
the warmers and water ers , hath been ever parched up. Car cm. 

W a'terfaj.. 
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